
REPORT

East Area Planning Committee 5th June 2017

Please note: this is not a planning application.

Reference Number: 14/02641/CONSLT 

Decision Due by: 5th June 2017

Proposal: Application for a public path stopping up under Section 257 
of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.

Site Address: Windrush Tower, Blackbird Leys (site plan: appendix 1) 

Ward: Northfield Brook Ward

Agent: Willmott Dixon Energy 
Services

Applicant: Oxford City Council

Reason at Committee The applicant is Oxford City Council.

Recommendation:

The East Area Planning Committee is recommended to make an order providing for 
the stopping up of part of the public highway footways outside Windrush Tower and 
that, if after making the order objections are received that cannot be resolved, it shall 
be submitted to the Secretary of State for a decision, or, in the event that no 
objections are received, the order shall be confirmed.

Background

1. At the 10 May 2017 meeting, the Committee resolved to make an order to divert 
the footpaths outside Windrush Tower. Since notice was given of the order, two 
issues have arisen. Firstly, the order needed to specify that the “old route” of the 
footpaths concerned needed to be stopped up. Secondly, the plan that was 
submitted did not tally with a plan of the same area submitted under a different 
highways procedure to the Highways Authority.

2. The Committee is therefore asked to make the revised order to correct these 
issues. There is no practical difference on the ground, as this is purely a technical 
requirement.

3. An application has been made to stop up and replace three short stretches of the 
footpath around Windrush Tower under Section 257 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act (TCPA) 1990, associated with planning application 14/02641/CT3 at 
Windrush Tower in Blackbird Leys. 
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4. This planning application was approved on 12 November 2014 by the East Area 
Planning Committee, along with four other planning applications made by Oxford 
City Council for the refurbishment of the City’s five tower blocks.

5. Application 14/02641/CT3 included a forward extension to the lobby and an 
enlarging of the car parking area south of Windrush Tower and accessed from 
Knights Road. These changes would interrupt the existing footpaths and so the 
footpaths are proposed to be diverted to enable the development. 

Section 257 orders

6. Section 257 of the TCPA 1990 gives local planning authorities power to authorise 
the stopping up or diversion of any footpaths, bridleways or restricted byways 
where they are satisfied that it is necessary to enable development to be carried 
out. 

7. This is a separate legal process to a planning application and the diversion 
cannot be made as part of the application for planning permission for the 
proposed development.

8. The process is for the order to be made, then it must undergo formal 28 day 
consultation period before it can be confirmed. If no objections are made, the 
order is confirmed as an unopposed order. If objections are made and cannot be 
overcome during the formal consultation process, the order must be submitted to 
the Secretary of State for a final decision on whether to confirm it. 

9. The draft order can be found in Appendix 2.

Assessment

10. It is not a statutory requirement to undertake a formal consultation exercise at this 
stage, prior to the order being made. Officers understand that the applicant has 
informally consulted the utility companies and the Highways Authority and no 
concerns were raised regarding the principle of the footpath changes.

11.The footpath changes are minimal and are unlikely to cause any inconvenience 
for pedestrians. Although part of the diversion will take pedestrians over the 
vehicle entrance from Knights Road into the car parking area to the south of 
Windrush Tower, this is not a highway and traffic speeds will be very low and 
therefore not unduly hazardous for pedestrians. 

12.Officers are therefore satisfied that there will be no disadvantage or loss to 
members of the public generally or to persons whose properties adjoin the 
footpath as a consequence of the footpath changes. The proposed diversion 
retains a means of access which will meet the needs of members of the public 
and local residents.

13.Officers therefore recommend that the East Area Planning Committee makes the 
order.
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Background Papers: 14/02641/CT3, 14/02641/CONSLT, Section 257 Order

Contact Officer: Nadia Robinson
Date: 22 May 2017
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